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eCourse in Research Ethics

gradua�on in any medical field (DNB, MD, MS, DM, McH, MDS) and 

also young researchers embarking into research, research 

associates, research fellows, project directors, research officers, 

field workers, and research coordinators. All personnel indulging in 

research would benefit.

Eligible candidates would be screened based on their applica�on 

and statement of purpose by the selec�on commi�ee. Decision 

taken by the selec�on commi�ee will be final.

COURSE OUTLINE 

The course contents includes an introduc�on and sensi�za�on to 

the following : Principles of research ethics in humans and the 

history of ethics, ethics of placebo trials and clinical equipoise, 

privacy and confiden�ality, informed consent, conflict of interest, 

ethical issues in community-based research, standards of care, 

ethics in qualita�ve research, publica�on ethics, Ins�tu�onal 

Review Boards (IRBs) also known as Ins�tu�onal Ethics Commi�ees 

(IECs) - objec�ves, cons�tu�on, roles, responsibili�es, review 

process and sensi�za�on to ICMR regula�ons. Covid related 

updated are integrated.

TEACHING & COURSE DELIVERY METHODOLOGY

The course will be delivered in the hybrid / blended learning mode 

i.e. through a combina�on of online lectures, sugges�ons on online 

resources including films which need viewing, recommended 

readings from journal ar�cles/ links available online and an 

interac�ve discussion board.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

Ÿ Internet Bandwidth: 1 Mbps
Ÿ Processor: Intel Pen�um 4 or equivalent and above
Ÿ RAM: 512 MB and above (1 GB recommended)
Ÿ Supported browsers: Recent-Google Chrome, Mozilla, Safari, 

Internet Explorer and Microso� Edge
Ÿ Supported Opera�ng Systems: Windows 7 or higher with latest 

updates installed, Mac OS X 10.3 higher with latest updates 

installed, Linux and Android etc.
Ÿ Headset with microphone (web camera - op�onal)

EVALUATION

Students will be evaluated through online examina�on in the form 

of MCQs and par�cipa�on in live interac�ve session.

COURSE FEE

The course fee is INR 9000 for Indian Na�onals; USD 150 for South 

Asian Na�onals, and USD 330 for other Interna�onal candidates.

BACKGROUND

Research ethics is the bedrock of quality health research. High 

quality ethics in research requires the research design to be ethical 

and implementa�on processes of the research to be ethical too. 

Poor science is also unethical. Addi�onally, it is mandatory that all 

research involving humans is reviewed by the ins�tu�onal ethics 

commi�ee which is situated at the parent ins�tu�on where the 

research is being conducted and/in addi�on/or by na�onal 

commi�ees. Publica�on of your research findings is also almost 

impossible without ethical clearance. It is important that "Chairs", 

"members of ethics commi�ees" and inves�gators are cognizant 

and sensi�zed to the mul�-faceted dimensions of research ethics 

and its implementa�on. Thus it is impera�ve for the members of 

ethics commi�ees, inves�gators, doctors and public health 

researchers, and students of medicine and those in allied sciences 

to be equipped with issues related to ethics. These could be nurses, 

physiotherapists, den�sts, microbiologists, pathologists, surgeons, 

medical superintendents etc. This course will enable them to 

conceive, develop the research design, write it, implement and 

conduct research in an ethical manner. They can also review the 

ethical soundness of studies.

OBJECTIVES

This course aims to sensi�ze members of ethics commi�ees, 

researchers and students on the ethical principles of research 

ethics in humans, essen�ally in the context of public health 

research and implementa�on trials. Real �me situa�ons and 

examples of challenging situa�ons which are common in every day 

research and prac�ce can be viewed through suggested links of 

videos. Much of the course will be taught using a case method 

approach and par�cipants will have an opportunity to work 

through a number of ethical dilemmas in a variety of situa�ons. The 

focus of this course would be more related to public health 

research and implementa�on research.

COURSE DESIGN & DURATION 

The course is designed as a three month computer based eCourse, 

largely self-taught, complimented with online lectures, suggested 

video films and online resources. English would be the language of 

instruc�on.

ELIGIBILITY

The course is open to the following candidates:
Members of ethics commi�ees, inves�gators, doctors, and public 

health researchers; graduates from medicine or other health 

sciences (den�sts, physiotherapists, nurses, pharmacists etc.), who 

would be ge�ng into research with humans; Medical doctors 

desirous to do their disserta�on for their MD, MS, McH, DNB, DM. 

Even doctors, nurses, den�sts, physiotherapists who intend to get 

only into clinical prac�ce would benefit from it as they would be 

able to assess the ethics of any research ar�cle which they read. 

The course is suggested for all MBBS graduates, those doing post 



Unique Features of PHFI Centre for eLearning

eCourse in Research Ethics

Other eLearning Programs offered by PHFI

1. ePost Graduate Program in Public Health Nutri�on 1 year IIPH-Delhi

2. ePost Graduate Program in Epidemiology 1 year IIPH-Delhi

3. ePost Graduate Program in Management of Reproduc�ve and Child Health Programmes 1 year

4. ePost Graduate Program in Health Promo�on 1 year

IIPH-Delhi

5.
ePost Graduate Program in Public Health & Hospital Management for Nursing
& Allied Health Professionals

1 year

PHFI

IIPH-Delhi

6. ePost Graduate Program in Public Health Services Management 1 year

IIPH-Gandhinagar 

7. ePost Graduate Program in Health Economics, Health Care Financing & Policy 1 year

IIPH-Bhubaneswar 

8. eCourse in Research Methodology 6 months IIPH-Gandhinagar 

9. eCourse on Monitoring & Evalua�on of Health Programs 6 months IPH-Delhi 

10.

11.

12.

13.

eCourse in Public Health Surveillance 

eCourse in Advanced Hospital Management 

eCourse in Clinical Research Methods 

eCourse in Health, Safety & Environment Management 

6 months

6 months

4 months

4 months

IIPH-Hyderabad 

IIPH-Gandhinagar 

IIPH-Delhi 

IIPH-Gandhinagar 

14.

15.

eCourse in Maternal, Infant, Young Child and Adolescent Nutri�on (MIYCAN) 4 months IIPH-Delhi

16.

18.

eCourse on Tobacco Control 

eCourse in Systema�c Review & Meta-Analysis

eCourse in Public Health Disability and Research 

3 months

3 months

3 months

PHFI

IIPH-Gandhinagar  

IPH-Hyderabad 17.

eCourse in Effec�ve Grant Wri�ng in Public Health 3 months IIPH-Gandhinagar 

Ÿ State of the art Learning Management System
Ÿ Mul�disciplinary faculty
Ÿ Self-paced learning
Ÿ Competency-driven curriculum

Ÿ Enriching virtual classroom experience
Ÿ Collabora�vely developed programs with 

na�onal and interna�onal organiza�ons
Ÿ Wide range of programs in key areas of public 

health prac�ce
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CERTIFICATE COURSE IN RESEARCH ETHICSeCourse in Research Ethics

Name of the Program Dura�on Offered at

PhD in Public Health Min. 3 years IIPH-Gandhinagar

Integrated MSc & PhD in Clinical Research
2 years for MSc and 
min. 3 years for PhD 

IIPH-Delhi

Integrated MSc & PhD in Health Informa�cs
2 years for MSc and 
min. 3 years for PhD

IIPH-Hyderabad

Master of Public Health (MPH) 2 years

IIPH-Delhi
IIPH-Gandhinagar
IIPH-Hyderabad

IIPH-Shillong
IIPH-Bhubaneswar

Master of Hospital Administra�on (MHA) 2 years IIPH-Gandhinagar

Post Graduate Diploma in Public Health Management (PGDPHM) 1 year

IIPH-Delhi
IIPH-Gandhinagar
IIPH-Hyderabad

IIPH-Bhubaneswar

Cer�ficate Course in Community Health (CCCH) 6 months IIPH-Gandhinagar

Cer�ficate Course on Geriatric Health Caregiving (CCGHC) 4 months IIPH-Gandhinagar

Cer�ficate Course in Public Health Management (CCPHM) 3 months IIPH-Bhubaneswar

Associate Fellow of Industrial Health (AFIH) 3 months IIPH-Gandhinagar
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For program related queries, please contact:

Manager (eLearning)
Indian Ins�tute of Public Health – Delhi

Public Health Founda�on of India

Plot No. 47, Sector No. 44, Ins�tu�onal Area, Gurugram–122002, Haryana, India  
Tel: +91 124 4722900; Email: research_ethics@iiphd.org

For more informa�on & online applica�on, please visit: h�ps://cdl.phfi.org/portal/courses
Website: h�ps://phfi.org/iiph-delhi/elearning-programs/

https://cdl.phfi.org/portal/courses
https://phfi.org/iiph-delhi/elearning-programs/

